190                  LECTURES AND ESSAYS

might, without ceasing to be men, go there and
verify his statement; it can be tested by the
witness of his companions, and there is adequate
ground for supposing that he knows the truth
of what he is saying.    But if an old whaler
tells us that the ice is 300 feet thick all the
way up to the Pole, we shall not be justified in
believing him.     For although  the statement
may be capable of verification by man, it is
certainly  not capable  of verification  by Mm,
with any means and appliances which he has
possessed ; and he must have persuaded himself
of the truth of it by some means which does
not attach any credit to his testimony.    Even
if, therefore, the matter affirmed is within the
reach of human knowledge, we have no right to
accept it upon authority unless it is within the
reach of our informant's knowledge.

What shall we say of that authority, more
venerable and august than any individual wit-
ness, the time-honoured tradition of the human
race ? An atmosphere of beliefs and concep-
tions has been formed by the labours and
struggles of our forefathers, which enables us
to breathe amid the various and complex cir-
cumstances of ouf life. It is around and about
us and within us; we cannot think except in
the forms and processes of thought which it
supplies. Is it possible to doubt and to teat
it ? and if possible, is it right ?